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 OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 

 
TO: School District User Groups 

 
 FROM:  Larry Francois, Superintendent 
 

DATE:  November 19, 2007 
 
RE: Serving Food at Events Held at Lakewood Schools 
 
In recent years, we have all become much more aware of the increase in food allergies 
and food-borne illnesses.  We have a number of students in our district with severe or 
life threatening food allergies.  There have also been several news stories in recent 
years about individuals becoming ill after eating improperly prepared foods.   
 
Several years ago, the District implemented new procedures for classroom 
parties/celebrations following recommendations from the Snohomish County Health 
District (attached).  These procedures require that all foods served be commercially 
produced and packaged.  Commercially prepared and packaged foods are generally 
much safer and more reliable than homemade goods.  To date, these procedures have 
not been formally extended to foods served by other school-affiliated groups (PTAs, 
Booster Clubs, etc.) using District facilities. 
 
Because of the growing health and liability concerns surrounding homemade foods or 
foods prepared on-site, we are implementing new requirements for school-affiliated 
groups using our facilities.  Groups serving or selling foods must either follow the 
procedures in place for our school functions (commercially produced and packaged 
foods only), or obtain a temporary permit from the Snohomish County Health 
Department to prepare and serve food on -site.  Information on how to obtain a permit 
and what type of permit may be required for specific events can be obtained from: 
 

Snohomish Health District – Environmental Health Division – Food Section 
3020 Rucker Avenue, Suite 104 
Everett, WA 98201-3900 
(425) 339-5250   Fax: (425) 339-5254 
flequestions@shd.snohomish.wa.gov
http://www.snohd.org/snoEnvHealth/index.htm

   
If your group does not intend to serve homemade or on-site prepared food, no permit is 
necessary.  If you intend to serve food that would require a permit (homemade or 
prepared on-site), please submit the approved permit along with your facility use 
application to Jane Stauffer in the Operations Office.   
         

Larry Francois 
Superintendent 
Lakewood School 
District #306 
P.O. Box 220 

Lakewood, WA 98259 
(360) 652-4500 
Extension 1012 

lfrancois@lwsd.wednet.edu 
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